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COUNTERFACTUALS

“What is particularly curious about quantum theory 

is that there can be actual physical effects arising from... 

counterfactuals -- that is, things that might have happened 

although they did not...

                                               Roger Penrose
1

I didn’t marry the right man

for twenty years and now, see

how fat he has grown

against the sickle of my body

He knocks at my bones

asking nothing

For the rest of my life

2

Each year a new death
feast and celebration
hard to swallow 

as this knot of pearls

choking my throat
Ego sum pauper

nihil habeo

                           cor meum dabo

God’s long shadow

dogs my heels

3

Danger dances with opportunity
nothing is certain
Streams rage, cities 

topple, an army drowns

in the flood
The plum-eyed girl 

pursues her death 

ripe within the purple muck
In spring, a child is born



      4

I climb
the yellow hill

above my new house

Memory gathers shadows
three bushels 

in half an hour 
A swinging door sings 

in the four-cornered wind

A fork I don’t remember 

a cane, a coat hanger

doorless cupboard, legless chair
